Main
Sponsor

Thursday 5th
December 2019

Snow Sisters
& Snowman

turning on the
lights at 6:30pm

Live Music
Festive Foods
Lantern Parade
Father Christmas
Christmas Craft Fair
Christmas Gift Stalls
Late Night Shopping
and much more
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Dorchester Christmas Cracker 2019

Christmas in Dorchester

Dorchester

Christmas
Cracker

It’s that time of year when Dorchester
lights up with festive cheer
When times are not as easy as they
might be, we all need something to lift
our spirits. The lights will be shining
above the streets, Christmas music
will fill the air and laughter, the best
medicine of all, will be in plentiful
supply. It just remains for me to wish
you, your families and your friends, a
very happy, warm and safe Christmas
and a prosperous New Year.

Christmas in Dorchester starts when
the lights are switched on at St Peter’s
Church at 6:30pm so please join us
for this year’s Dorchester Christmas
Cracker. Once again, we will have the
Christmas Market in South Street. The
Craft Fair will once again be in the Corn
Exchange from 4pm giving everyone a
chance to find those unusual Christmas
gifts and support local businesses. We
are very grateful to our main sponsor,
Kingston Maurward.

Steve Bulley
Chairman,
Dorchester
Christmas Cracker
Committee

So please make your way into town
and enjoy all Dorchester has to offer. A
huge thank you to St Peter’s, Holy Trinity
and United Churches for opening their
doors. The shops will stay open later
for Christmas shopping and shop staff
are encouraged to enter the Christmas
spirit by donning fancy dress. The order
of the evening will be fun, fun, fun.

Produced by The Resourcery | theresourcery.co.uk
Printed by Henry Ling Ltd at the Dorset Press, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HD
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Christmas in Dorchester

Dorchester Christmas Cracker
Night is one of the highlights of
the Town’s Christmas Festivities
specialist knowledge you will undoubtedly
receive is not something you are going to
get from shopping online and if like me you
are thinking about climate change shopping
locally has to make even more sense.

We all look forward
to Cracker Night
every year. We
have a wide variety of interesting shops,
restaurants, cafés and friendly businesses
in our Town and many will be staying open
to welcome you tonight.

So what are you waiting for? Have a
wonderful Cracker Night and lets make
this a community event to remember and a
happy Christmas to you all!

This year more than ever I hope you shop
locally and support our local businesses.
Why you ask? Quite simply they keep
the town vibrant, employ local people
and bring money directly in to the local
economy. The customer service and

4

Richard Biggs

Mayor of Dorchester
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Christmas in Dorchester

A very happy and prosperous
Christmas from the Dorchester BID
also attractions and specialist companies.

If you were to believe some of the local
press over the last year you might think that
Dorchester is in decline – Nothing could be
further from the truth! Dorchester continues
to buck high street trends with on-going
inward investment.

The DBID is funded by the businesses in
town to run projects nearly all geared to
support businesses and make a visit to
Dorchester as enjoyable and worthwhile
as possible. Other DBID initiatives are
helping to keep the town vibrant whatever
the economic climate. We are delighted to
welcome so many new shops and businesses
to town again this year, many of which are
independents, keeping our tradition alive of
offering shoppers the antidote to the ‘clone
town high street’ so often found elsewhere
in the UK.

Like all high streets in the UK times are tough
and the onslaught of on-line competition is
relentless, however, look around and pretty
much everywhere you go in Dorchester
there are visible signs of new development,
renovation and revitalisation. This is partly
because the town has been recognised by
many investors and new business owners to
have a successful formula that helps to keep
Dorchester a true ‘destination’ town giving
both locals and visitors alike many reasons
to visit time and time again.

On behalf of all the shops and other
businesses in town, we would like to thank
you very much for choosing Dorchester
when you visit and shop – We know you
always have a choice and really appreciate
it when you choose your County Town.

Towns and high streets need to adapt and
evolve to offer something that the internet
just doesn’t – Personal service, professional
advice and a hands-on human interactive
experience. This is not just shopping but

Phil Gordon

DBID Project Director

Ministry of
Puppets

The Ministry of Puppets will be performing
in the front window of Frank Herring & Sons
in High West Street at 6pm, 6.45pm and
7.30pm. The puppets are from Dorchester
Community Church, where they perform on
a regular basis as well as at other events in
the town.
As well as the puppet show, the art shop will
be having a range of craft demonstrations by
members of staff as well as an opportunity to
‘Doodle a Christmas Deccy!!’ to take home.
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Christmas in Dorchester

Lights

Fun starts from 4:00pm

Visit Father Christmas in his grotto at Shire
Hall from 4.00pm. Treat yourself to mulled
wine, hot chocolate, and tasty festive treats
in the cafe. Browse the gift shop and find
beautiful, quirky and unusual Christmas
gifts. Join the New Hardy Players for some
traditional Victorian carol singing outside
the courthouse.

The Snow Sisters and a very cheeky
snowman will be turning on the lights at
6:30pm outside St Peter’s Church in High
West Street. They will take to the stage and
use special powers to light up Dorchester
and be available for photographs afterwards.
To mark the occasion, a lantern parade
will set off from outside the skating rink in
Brewery Square at 6:00pm led by Town
Crier, Alistair Chisholm with children carrying
lanterns made by groups from Dorchester
Youth & Community Centre and Damers First
School. Everyone will be welcome to join
the parade, which will join up with Santa’s
Sleigh and finish at St Peter’s Church in time
to witness our icy visitors turn on the lights.

Dorchester’s churches will open their doors
from 5pm with mulled wine, mince pies and a
festive atmosphere in St Peter’s and Cracker
night carols in United Church in South Street
at 6pm.
Many of Dorchester’s shops will stay open for
late night shopping and the outdoor market
is bigger than ever. Lots of entertainment
throughout the evening and get a free Elfie
Selfie at the Wessex FM bus, with costumes
provided by Alter Ego Fancy Dress.

The Craft Fair will be in the Corn Exchange
from 4pm. Pick up Christmas gifts from a
range of hand-made ceramics, jewellery,
clothing, toys, home-made items and tasty
treats. Hot mulled wine and mince pies will
be available from the bar.
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On!

What a fabulous and fun way to celebrate
Christmas in Dorchester!
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Lantern Parade
support the lantern parade on Cracker night.

This year’s celebration of Christmas in
Dorchester will again begin with a lantern
parade.

Santa’s Sleigh, assisted by the Dorchester
Casterbridge Rotary Club, will join up with the
parade en route and follow the lanterns to St
Peter’s Church. The Rotarians will be raising
money for local community charities and will
be available afterwards for photographs.

The lantern parade will start from Brewery
Square at 6pm and follow the route marked
on the map in the centre pages. The parade
will finish at St Peter’s Church in time for
switching on the Xmas lights.

With grateful thanks to sponsors: Brewery
Square Development Company, Duchy of
Cornwall, Dorchester BID and Dorchester
Chamber for Business.

Kate Parkman is organising workshops at the
Dorchester Youth & Community Centre for
Dorchester’s young people to create their
own lanterns. Edd Moore, Eco-Coordinator
and teacher at Damers First School is also
working with Years 3 and 4 children to
make special Eco-friendly lanterns. Both will

*Everyone is welcome to join in the parade
– Meet outside, by the ice-skating rink in
Brewery Square at 5.45pm.

Skating in the Square
Get into the Christmas Spirit with
Dorchester’s outdoor skate rink!
Open from Saturday 30th November
2019 until Sunday, 5th January 2020. The
rink is a great festive addition to the county
town, bringing a delightful, Christmassy
atmosphere to the heart of Dorchester.
There will be a special 30% discount off
skating on 5th December for Cracker
Night. The Lantern Parade will again be
starting from Brewery Square, so why not
take advantage.
• Come early and have something to eat at
one of the amazing eateries
• Book your skating session online
• Bring a lantern to join in the Parade
• Enjoy all the fun of Cracker Night

What a fun-packed family evening!
10
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Dorchester Churches

The story of the birth of Jesus, which gave
rise to Christmas celebrations, is about
bringing light into dark times. It’s there in the
carols we sing. What’s special for Christians
is the love at the heart of the story, offered
to the world by the God who created it. That
love is always there, yet also seeking to
break out into new expressions and to lead
us to fresh experiences. As you recognise the
familiar this Christmas and celebrate it, I pray
you will also be ready to find something new
and amazing in it for you and your family.

There is something special
about a cosy dark evening
amidst the shops. Lights shine
out of window displays as well
as overhead. And sometimes
for Christmas Cracker people bring their
lanterns to parade around the town centre.
Then there is music; perhaps from brass
instruments or singing or, inside, all kinds of
ensembles. As well as Christmas songs there
will be carols, many old and familiar, as well
as more contemporary ones. What is it about
all this that moves us? What makes this at
once familiar and yet always fresh and new?

Brenda Stephenson

Chair of Churches Together in Dorchester

DATE

CHURCH

EVENT

TIME

Sunday 1st

St Peter’s Church

Darkness to Light Advent Service

6:00pm

Thursday 5th

United Church

Cracker Night Carol Singing & Refreshments 6:00pm

From Saturday 7th United Church

Journey to The Stable (Interactive story)

11:00am
3:00pm

Sunday 8th

Baptist Church
Family Church
St Mary’s

Inclusive Carol Service
Family Carols
Christingle

4:00pm
4:00pm
4:00pm

Friday 13th

United Church

Quiet Christmas *

3:00pm

Sunday 15th

Baptist Church
Family Church

Nativity Service
Nativity Service

10:30am
10:30am

Sunday 22nd

St Mary’s Church
St Peter’s Church
United Church
Baptist Church

9 Lessons and Carols
9 Lessons and Carols
Carol Service
Carols by Candle-light

6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Monday 23rd

St Peter’s Church

Blue Carol Service & Lunch *

12:00noon

Tuesday 24th

United Church
St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church
St Peter’s Church
United Church

Christingle
Crib Service
Midnight Mass
Midnight Mass
Midnight Service

4:00pm
4:00pm
11:15pm
11:30pm
11:30pm

Christmas Day

St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church
Quaker Meeting
St Peter’s Church
United Church
Baptist Church

Holy Eucharist
All age Eucharist & carols
Short meeting of worship
Sung Eucharist
Carol Service
Carol Service

8:00am
9:45am
10:00am
10:00am
10:30am
10:30am

* Especially for those who find that Christmas highlight’s sadness and life’s struggles
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18:30 Lights on at St Peter’s Church

18:45 Carols with Damers First School
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Leaving from Brewery Square
Photos afterwards with Santa on his Sleigh
Photos afterwards with Snow Sisters and Snowman
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BREWERY
SQUARE
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POLICE
STATION

DORCHESTER SOUTH
RAILWAY STATION

County Hall car park and road parking must be paid for

ROAD CLOSED from 16:45
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18:00 Lantern Parade
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17:00 Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
in St Peter’s Church
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17:00 South Street Christmas Market

LANTERN PARADE ROUTE
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DORCHESTER
COUNTY
HOSPITAL

16:00 Santa in his Grotto at Shire Hall

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE
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in Corn Exchange

FREE Parking from 18:00

CORN EXCHANGE

OM

16:00 Christmas Craft Fair

17:45 Stage Entertainment starts
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Programme of Events
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Christmas
Cracker
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Christmas in Dorchester

DYCC Presents…

Lantern Workshops
EVERYONE WELCOME - FREE
at Dorchester Youth & Community Centre
Monday’s 5.00pm to 7.00pm
11th November • 18th November
25th November • 2nd December
Then join us with your lantern for
the Dorchester Christmas Cracker
Lantern Parade.
For more information:
kate.parkman@dycc.org.uk
01305 266000
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Youth Sessions
6.30pm to 9.00pm / £1 Entry

The DYCC is an
incredible community
resource with a fully
equipped
music
studio, kitchen, meeting room, sensory
room, dance hall/DJ booth, pool table, table
football and sports area; there are also lots
of comfy places to hang out and chat.

• Mondays: Year 10+
• Tuesdays: Year 7
• Wednesdays: Year 9
• Fridays: Year 8
• Saturday Club runs on alternative
Saturdays for young people with special
educational needs and disabilities

Sessions are designed by young people
for young people, DYCC provide support,
information, advice and guidance along the
way.

• Monday afternoons are open to young
people not in education, training or
employment. The group is called Networks
and is sponsored by Purnells

Young people enjoy a wide range of sports,
games, team building, cooking workshops,
competitions and music studio sessions.
The sessions are always themed, exploring
topics for example, mental health, healthy
relationships or staying safe.

dycc.org.uk

Dorchester Youth and Community Centre (DYCC) is a registered charity which provides young people with a safe and
social space where they can be themselves and have fun.
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Christmas in Dorchester
Twenty years ago this popular Dorchester
event was called the ‘Casterbridge
Christmas Cracker’ with a nod to the town’s
most famous resident (who may well have
approved of the alliteration) !
It still serves as an important way for local
town centre businesses to say thank you
to their many regular customers without
whom these challenging times for retail
would be made much more difficult.
This year, in particular, we have shown just
what can be achieved, in terms of novelty
and vibrancy in the town centre, when
various organisations, different bodies and
committed individuals all work together. I
feel sure this year’s Casterbridge Christmas
Cracker will demonstrate the value of that
goodwill once again.
Alistair Chisholm

Town Crier of Dorchester
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elfie selfies

Visit the Wessex FM team on Cracker Night
– on the Wessex FM/ Damory branded bus –
and get an Elfie Selfie!
With costumes kindly provided by Alter
Ego Fancy Dress, you’ll get a free picture
memento of the night, downloadable at
wessexfm.com.
The drivetime show will be coming live
from the bus, so you could even end up
talking on air. Plus, you’ll automatically go
into the 10,000 Selfies draw for an Amazon
Echo smart speaker (and monthly prizes of
Amazon Dots)!

Find the bus on High West Street.
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Craft Fair

The CRAFT FAIR will be in the Corn Exchange from 4pm to 8pm
Discover that ideal Christmas gift from the range of finest crafts, home accessories, jewellery,
clothing and home-made items on display from selected local traders.

List of Exhibitors
Orchard Crafts
Pebbles Beach Florist
Pegorini Soft Toys & Rag Dolls
Polly Cazalet Leatherwork & Weaving
Poppy Crisp Decorations & Bunting
Rachel Haley Jewellery
Richard Gould Pottery
Shaw & Thorne Jewellery
Steve Charles Help A Friend
Stories@Brentshore
Tear-stained Eyes Photography
The Sunshine Bindery
White’s Delights
X-Chainstore

Air Ambulance Tombola & Preserves
Alulu Blu Jewellery
Bagsee
Bazaar Africa
Beans & Bites
Bryony’s Books
Butterflies Christmas Memorabilia
Catherine Woowat Ceramics
Dorchester Town Football Club Cakes
Fruity Nut Craft
Guide Dogs for the Blind
Home Start West Dorset
Memory Lane
Mosaic Charity Cards

*Hot mulled wine and mince pies available from the bar in support of Steve Charles Help A Friend.

Corn Exchange, High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1HF
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Xmas in

Poundbury
Buttermarket Christmas
Tree Switch-on

Buttermarket
Christmas Market

Friday 6th December
5.30pm till 7.30pm

Saturday 7th December
10am till 4pm

Brace of Butchers BBQ

There will be over 36 local businesses
joining us on Small Business Saturday.

WI selling Mulled Wine and raising money
for the Cancer Trust Unit at Dorset County
Hospital.

Enjoy Christmas Jazz music, Santa’s grotto,
WI, Go Girls, Prince of Wales School PTA.

Children from the Prince of Wales School
will start singing at 6.30pm and the
Christmas Tree lights will be switched on at
7.00pm. There will be singing throughout
the evening.
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There will be lots of hot food and drink.
This will be the fourth Christmas Market in
Poundbury and we are looking forward to
welcoming everyone to this year’s market.
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